J3    WALPOLI
all the resources of society and sight-seeing open tc
were recorded by not one only, but by two of the besi
writers of that age ; in the second, that Walpole's coj
of money enabled him to enrich Gray's experience to a
that Gray's own means could never have permittee
in the third, that a very clever and well-placed obse
persons and events had his mind enlarged for our ad^
by the frequentation of a man of getiius*
Say what we like about Horace Walpole, and ad
that his mouth was full of silver spoons, it is not to
gotten that he chose his own friend, and in a sense his
with an insight that none of his preceptors was in tl
likely to have shown for him,
The two young men who set out together for a firi
of the continental countries were practically of the san
Gray, some months the elder, being in his twenty-thlt
Walpole in his twenty-second. They had long been i
though the friendship had little colour of affection,
had in his own way a dislike for expansion : Walpole a
sentiment by volubility, Gray by an almost affected o
of approach to all subjects. Yet we can note one mo*
that shows more than a taste for each other's society
August zz, 1737, Gray was in the middle of an elaborat
to West when he suddenly broke off, ** While I ^
you/* the letter ends, " I have the bad news of Lady W*
death on Saturday night last. Forgive me if the thox
what my poor Horace must feel on that account obliges
have done/*
Gray was a mother's boy, as much as Horace Walpc
and he knew what the loss of a mother meant* ** M
Horace *9 has a touch of intimacy which belongs, I think
inner mind. They were always either ** Walpole " or "
or " Dear Sir ** (then usual as between undergraduat
instance) to each other; there is certainly no case in
Walpole speaks of his friend except by the